SOCCER MOM STYLE,
A FASHION DO OR
DON'T?

By Brooke Doyle

The end of summer as we know it always culminates with the kids’ return to
school. Itis almost humorous how in May as school comes to an end, we are
anxious to have the children home. Yet, if you ask most moms, by mid August
if not before, they are more than ready for the school routine to commence
again. Maybe it's the need for a more formalized schedule or just a little bit
of peace and quiet, or maybe the kids themselves are ready for school and
friends.

Whatever the reason, it means soccer season is quickly on the way. And for
those of us in the fashion industry not only do we look forward to the change
of season, but also the return of the soccer mom.

It's a style you see quite often in Southern Johnson County. You can pick her
out anywhere. Her day begins as the taxi driver with kids in tow. She goes
here, there and everywhere in between. She may or may not work outside
the home. But none the less, there is a specific style as our weekend warrior
heads off to the soccer fields to support her children. She may be in the lat-
est workout wear or the hottest designer trends recently seen in the fashion
magazines. But what | propose is this; soccer mom style is alive and well in
JOCO. Many of these soccer moms are not only good sports themselves, but
truly fashionistas at heart.

A great attribute of fashion today is the variety and flexibility of styles offered
to the consumer. We very well may run straight from the fields to a night on
the town with little to no time to spare. And with today’s comfortable fabrics
and wearable trends, we can add an accessory or two, make a minimal,
quick change and have nearly a new outfit.

As a stylist by profession, and dealing with soccer moms daily, | often try and
get an idea of what my clients’ lifestyle is like. Does she prefer denim and
hoodies, or high-waisted pants and silk blouses? Where does she spend the
majority of her day? Does she mind doing laundry or is the local dry cleaner
her best friend? Believe it or not, all of these things should come into play
when personal shopping for a client. It's far more important to provide clients
with exactly what is needed in their daily lives than sell clothes where the
tags remain long after the style has retired.

As a shopper, tell your salesperson you're a soccer mom, or a professional
or a little of both. The more you reveal about you, the better service you
should receive with clothing you'll love to live in. Just as you'd talk to your hair
stylist, talk to your fashion stylist.

So, what necessities should be in your closet for this season? It's black, grey,
white and more black. Short swing jackets are a must. Straight from the
runways, it's sleeves that flow, sweaters to fit your mood, wrap dresses and
everything with an overall air of sophistication. And at the soccer games, you
ask? | for one firmly believe that while showing support for our youth as they
trudge down the fields one more time and aim for that next goal...we can
and should look good!

To contact Brooke, please write to her at bella@bellabsboutique.com.
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